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How was the plague brought to Kolobovka! This question remains 
unanswered. It is possible that it may have come to Astrakan from 
Persia through Mussulman pilgrims, or, as is conjectured by Dr. Zabo- 
lotny, that it may have come from Mongolia. In the steppes which 
extend from the Volga to the Urals there are numerous nomadic Bud- 
dhist Kalmouks. 

Before finishing I would like to say a few words concerning the 
measures which were taken to suppress the epidemic. These measures, 
executed under the supervision of the president of the commission for 
the suppression of the plague, Prince Oldenburg, consisted in a com- 
plete isolation of the infected locality. Kolobovka with the neighboring 
steppe was surrounded by a cordon composed at first of the inhabitants 
and afterwards of soldiers. This cordon extended for a distance of 195 
versts. All the inhabitants of the locality were registered. The 
patients were transported to a special house which was converted into 
a hospital. Another house was prepared for the observation of sus- 
pects. The houses where there had been cases of plague were closed, 
sealed, and subsequently burned, and neighboring houses were disin- 
fected. The village was divided into quarters and to each quarter 
there was appointed an " inquisitor " who twice a day made the rounds 
of the quarter, and made an inspection of the inhabitants, sending to 
hospital any new cases. 

At two points of the cordon there were passages. At one of them 
was established a post of observation, furnished with a disinfecting 
chamber, baths, and small huts prepared for the lodgment of persons 
for a quarantine period of ten days, who might desire to leave the 
infected locality. The points of passage were connected with each 
other by telephone, and with the city of Tsarev. The dead were 
interred in a special cemetery and the graves were filled and covered 
with a thick layer of lime. 

On August 23 preventive inoculations with Haffkine prophylactic 
were begun. Nearly 4,000 were inoculated and there only remained 
40 noninoculated people. The last patient, who was stricken August 1, 
recovered; since then there have been no more cases of plague in 
Kolobovka. 

After having buried the infected houses and disinfected the neigh- 
boring ones, the cordon was raised on September 12, but the post of 
observation remained until the following spring. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine Hospital Service.] 
REPORTS FROM THE MEXICAN BORDER. 

El Paso, May 5, 1900. — I have the honor to report the following sum- 
mary of work at this station for the week ended May 5, 1900 : Inspection 
of Mexican Central Bailroad passenger trains, 2i2 ; inspection of Bio 
Grande and Pacific Bailroad passenger trains, 35 ; inspection of immi- 
grants, 43 ; disinfection of baggage, clothing, blankets, etc, 16 ; disinfec- 
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tion of soiled linen imported for laundry, 312 pieces ; vaccination of 
immigrant children, 7. 

Bespectfully, E. Alexander, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Disinfection of Chinese merchandise from the steamship Olympia. 

Tacoma, Wash., May 1, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you that on April 28 I disinfected 
Chinese merchandise which arrived on the steamship Olympia from 
Hongkong. The merchandise consisted of eggs packed in dirt, lily 
bulbs, yams, sugar cane, and other articles packed in soil. The pack- 
ages were all destined for Portland, Oreg. 

Bespectfully, F. J. Schug, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Crew of steamship San Mateo vaccinated at Los Angeles. 

Los Angeles, Cal., May S, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you that I found it necessary to vac- 
cinate 9 members of the crew of the steamer San Mateo which arrived 
this morning from Nanaimo, British Columbia. 

Bespectfully, L. E. Cofer, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

Smallpox in Washington, D. C. 

Washington, D. G.,May 11,. 1900. 
Sir: Since my letter of the 4th instant, relative to the smallpox 
situation in this District, there have been 3 new cases reported, 1 
patient has been discharged cured, and 2 have died. There are, there- 
fore, at the present time 5 cases of smallpox in this District, all con- 
fined in the smallpox hospital. 

Bespectfully, Wm. C. Woodward, M. D., 

Health Officer. 

Smallpox on the steamship John Oades at Buffalo. 

Buffalo, N. Y., April 9, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to state for your information, that 2 other 
seamen have become infected on board steamer John Oades, from which 
seaman John Driscol was taken on April 27, suffering from smallpox. 
The boat is still in quarantine under local supervision. 

Bespectfully, Eugene Wasdin, 

Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

End of smallpox in Grimes County, Tex. 

May 7, 1900. 
Sir : I have the pleasure to inform you that Grimes County is now 
free from smallpox, and wish that you would so have it appear in 
Public Health Beports. * * * 

Bespectfully, Fred B. Johnston, M. D , 

Health Officer, Grimes County. 



